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CIRCULAR LETTER 



4 TEMPLE GARDENS, E.C.4. 
April 1919 

A number of Personal Friends of Lord Finlay desire to invite 
him to a private dinner on his relinquishing the Office of Lord Chan- 
cellor, to mark their sense of his great services to the State, political 
and legal. 

The Treasurer of the Middle Temple has kindly given permission 
for the use of the Middle Temple Hall, and it is suggested that the 
dinner should take place on Tuesday, 27 May. 

*Mr. A. J. Balfour will take the Chair. 

Should you vvish to associate yourself with us in the compliment 
which we desire to pay to Lord Finlay, will you kindly communicate 
with the Chairman of the Executive Committee, Sir Erie Richards, 
4 Temple Gardens, B.C. 4. 

As the number of seats is very limited we would ask you to reply 
as early as possible. 

It is proposed that the price of the tickets should be two guineas 
each. 

H. T. ANSTRUTHER 

ARTHUR JAMES BALFOUR 

BIRKENHEAD 

EDWARD CARSON 

CURZON OF KEDLESTON 

ARTHUR ELLIOT 

GORDON HEWART 

MERSEY 

ERNEST M. POLLOCK. 



* Mr. Balfour was prevented by his public duties at the Paris Peace Conference from 
attending the dinner, and Sir Edward Carson took the Chair in his place. 




Digitized by IVIicrosoft® 



Digitized by IVIicrosoft® 




THE SPEECHES 

SIR EDWARD CARSON : My Lords and gentlemen, 
"The King." 

(The toast was duly honoured.) 

JIR EDWARD CARSON: My Lord Chan- 
cellor, Lord Finlay, my Lords and Gentle- 
men — I have a number of letters of apology 
for not being present this evening from a 
number of distinguished gentlemen. I do not 
propose to read these letters to you, with the exception of 
one, a letter from Lord Lansdowne, who was so long 
associated as a colleague with our distinguished guest this 
evening. (Applause.) He says: 

" It is with infinite regret that I find myself deprived of 
the pleasure of joining those who are to entertain Lord 
Finlay on Tuesday next. My close private friendship with 
him and my admiration for his many great qualities as a 
public man" (Hear, hear) "rendered me particularly 
anxious to be amongst those who are to do him honour, and 
I am sure that he and they will understand that nothing 
but dire necessity would have kept me away on such an 
occasion." (Hear, hear.) " Yours truly, Lansdowne." (Ap- 
plause.) 

My Lords and Gentlemen : I am sure that we all this 
evening deplore the absence of Mr. Balfour. (Hear, hear.) 
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When the date of this dinner was fixed, he had hoped to be 
discharged from the onerous important and patriotic duties 
that he is performing towards his country in Paris, but, as 
you all know, the public exigencies of the situation have 
rendered it impossible for him to be here this evening, and 
I have been asked by him to state that he greatly regrets 
that he is not able to be present this evening to show his 
great respe(5t for his lifelong friend and colleague. Viscount 
Finlay. (Applause.) Nobody regrets his absence more 
than I do— for reasons that I think you can all well under- 
stand. He, at all events, is a fellow-countryman of our 
guest, and I have often been told that you should set a 
Scotsman to toast a Scotsman. (Laughter.) Mr. Balfour, 
too, was his old political leader. He was the Prime Minister 
under whom he served for so many years, and he was also 
one of his oldest political friends. But, after all, I must 
take courage, and, even though I have the fortune or the 
misfortune — of being an Irishman (" Hear, hear, the for- 
tune ") — an Irishman, after all, can sometimes appreciate 
the merits — and the demerits — of a Scotsman (laughter) — 
and I can assure you, my Lords and Gentlemen, that, if the 
toast which I am now about to propose suffers at my 
hands, it will not be from want of affe(5tion, admiration, or 
appreciation, of the great lawyer who is our guest this 
evening (loud applause), after all, probably, you will take 
my very simple utterances as the best evidence of the 
sincerity of my feelings. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, this is not, I am glad to say, 
a public funcStion; it is neither official, nor semi-official; if 
it were, I would probably be bound to use the language of 
gross exaggeration ! (laughter). This entertainment of our 
guest has been brought about by great personal attachment 
of political and personal and professional friends of Lord 
Finlay. (Hear, hear.) When a few of us started the idea 
of wishing to show our personal affecStion for him, we found, 
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above all, that there were many of his old colleagues at 
the Bar, where he has spent such a long and honourable 
life, who felt that they would be indeed gravely concerned 
at being left outside, if we did not expand our energy to 
secure their admission upon this occasion. I am not, there- 
fore, performing a public duty upon this occasion; I am 
performing an adt of private friendship (Hear, hear) which 
I value far more than any public duty. (Hear, hear.) I am 
sure the honour of presiding here to-night in this great 
assemblage, you will all understand was not one that I 
sought, but it was one which, when I was asked to under- 
take it, I could not for a moment hesitate to accept. 

Lord Finlay and I were Law Officers together for some 
six years. He was a Law Officer, I think, for a longer 
period than any other that I, at all events, can remember; 
I believe he was a Law Officer for ten years or something 
more; and, my Lords and Gentlemen, in the six years in 
which I was associated with him I formed a friendship, the 
greatest and the most valuable almost that I have ever had, 
because nobody could be associated with him in the work 
which we had to do in those years without learning to 
have the deepest respe(St, which, after a time, grew into a 
great affetStion. (Applause.) I think he will admit— if he is 
frank! (laughter) — as he generally is! — that I taught him 
nearly all the law he knows! (loud laughter) — and at the 
same time I must admit this, that I too, in my association 
with him, learned something (laughter)— I think I learned 
this, that, in carrying out your public duties, above all 
things, you ought to obliterate self. (Hear, hear.) I think 
I also learnt this from him, that the great thing which 
really counts in these great positions to which men are 
called to serve their country is, above all things, chara(5ter. 
(Hear, hear.) This is not the time, or the occasion, to 
estimate the great work that Lord Finlay has done for his 
country. The time is, I hope, far distant when it will be 
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necessary for the historian to relate what he has done. Nor 
have I the slightest intention of trying to give what is 
called " copy " to those who, in the distant future, may be 
concerned with his obituary notice. He is, fortunately, in 
the midst of us, full of health and vigour. (Loud applause.) 
And we are all glad and proud to think that, at the present 
moment, he is still performing the high funcSlion of the 
office of one of those who sit in the highest tribunal in the 
land. My Lords and Gentlemen, if ever there was one of 
ourselves, it is Lord Finlay. When you come to think that 
he was nearly fifty years at the Bar before he was called 
to the great office which he has just left, one can, in ima- 
gination, run over many great incidents of which he must 
have been a witness, and in many of which he took part. 
But if there is one thing more than another which our 
profession appreciates, it is when there is called to high 
office a man who, from the start to the finish, has been a 
redl workman in the trade. My Lords and Gentlemen, I 
cannot help recalling that when Lord Finlay vacated the 
office of Lord Chancellor, I had the pleasure of a conversa- 
tion with him, and, at that interview, he said to me : " My 
only regret is that I cannot go back again and practise at 
the Bar." In saying that, he was not using a mere phrase ; 
he was saying what came from his heart, because he felt 
— as, certainly, I always feel — ^that there is no time when 
a man is so happy as when he is working in conjun<Slion 
with those who have been his life-long friends. 

I have said that I am not going to try and estimate his 
services to the country; I think you all know a good deal 
of that just as well as I do; but from the time that I emi- 
grated from another part of the United Kingdom, and came 
to try and eke out an existence on this side of the Channel, 
I found, from the earliest days that I came here up to the 
very last, that Viscount Finlay occupied a unique position 
at the English Bar. What was the reason of the peculiar 
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position that he occupied? I believe he had the reputation 
of being a great lawyer. That, myself, I do not think very 
much of! (Laughter.) I believe he had also the reputation 
of being a great advocate. That, myself, I somewhat 
despise ! (Laughter.) I do not believe that it was either of 
those qualities that placed him in a position in which he 
was an education to all those who are following him in the 
profession which he loves. I believe, as I said before, that, 
really, what gave him the great position to which he 
attained was his sterling chara(5ter (loud applause) — char- 
adter is everything. Charadter at the Bar, character in 
public life, charadter in private friendship, charadter can 
only be built up by degrees upon all those elements that 
create and foster confidence; and I speak from the bottom 
of my heart when I say that that charadter was personified 
in Lord Finlay, and that any man who has ever had the 
opportunity of knowing him as I have done will say that 
the greatest element in his success has been the charadter 
that he has always enjoyed amongst those who knew him 
best. (Loud applause.) But, may I also add this, that Lord 
Finlay has had one charadteristic which I have always 
greatly envied; he has had and he has a great facility for 
never creating a feeling of bitter hostility, whether at the 
Bar or in politics. There was a great occasion in his public 
life on which he had a profound difference with his own 
political party, and with his own great leader, Mr. Glad- 
stone, and I believe that Mr. Gladstone, with all his great 
qualities, was like many other leaders in this, that he did 
not like anybody to differ from him. (Laughter.) On the 
occasion, the historic occasion, to which I refer. Lord 
Finlay felt himself at variance with Mr. Gladstone. Per- 
sonally I am grateful (laughter), but, upon that occasion, 
we all know that, having made a damning, smashing 
speech, against the policy of his Leader, even his Leader 
felt bound to turn round and congratulate him upon having 
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made the greatest speech on a great occasion on a great 
Constitutional question. (Applause.) 

Then, my Lords and Gentlemen, there is one other 
matter on which he is, I think, to be congratulated ; he has 
never been a favourite subje(5t with the caricaturist! (Loud 
laughter). Why, I do not understand (laughter), because I 
am perfe(5lly sure that he would have filled the pages of 
that interesting individual far better than I myself could 
ever have done, and yet so far as I am personally con- 
cerned (and I am not putting this forward as a grievance !), 
I have always found that they preferred me ! and my ignor- 
ance of law! and my ignorance of all that makes a man 
great in his profession. I have always found that, when 
they wanted to caricature somebody, even when we were 
Law Officers, they always seledled me instead of Lord 
Finlay! (Loud laughter.) But, while I state this, do not let 
me be misunderstood. If he created no hostility in his 
opponents, if he created no bitter feeling whether at the 
Bar or in public life, do not imagine for a moment that he 
did it at the sacrifice of opinion (cries of " Hear, hear ") — 
no man has ever enforced his opinion, whether in the 
Forum of the Bar, or in the Forum of the Senate, with 
greater energy and consistency; and I believe the real 
secret of what I have been putting before you comes back 
to what I have said before, that it was his charadter which 
has always led even those most bitterly opposed to him to 
believe in his thorough honesty and sincerity. (Applause.) 

I, therefore, to-night — may I say, my Lord, as an old 
friend, because time is getting on — from the bottom of my 
heart, with all love and affedtion, and I believe I express 
the love and affe<5tion of every man here towards you (loud 
and continued applause) propose this toast. When you 
were ele(5ted Lord Chancellor, at a time of great crisis in 
the War, I do not believe there was an adverse comment 
in the whole profession (cries of " Hear, hear ") — I believe 
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your appointment was accepted by the public as the natural 
consequence of a long life of honest, upright, able, and 
trustworthy public service. (Hear, hear, and applause.) 

All I can say is, that we here to-night wish you. Lord 
Finlay, many years still of public usefulness, in which you 
may still serve your country in the high and exalted posi- 
tion that you have, and in which you may still be a great 
example to those who shall come to the Bar, or who are 
already practising at the Bar, of a high sense of public 
duty in whatever phase of life you are called upon to 
operate; and, above all, we wish, my Lord, that we may 
have many years of private friendship in which we can 
enjoy that great love and affe(5lion which has grown up 
between old friends and colleagues at the Bar and your- 
self. (Loud applause.) 

I give you the toast of "Lord Finlay"; but, before 
we pledge him, I would ask my Leader and my friend, 
Mr. Bonar Law, who has been so long associated with Lord 
Finlay, to say a word, I will not say, in support of this 
toast, but, as a Scotsman, in the absence of Mr. Balfour, to 
say one word more to show that, on the political side, the 
public side, one of the sides on which I have myself enjoyed 
the friendship of Lord Finlay, I have said nothing in ex- 
aggeration. I know, my Lord, that Mr. Bonar Law will be 
only too glad to express his view that, this evening, in 
honouring Lord Finlay, we are honouring one who has 
deserved w^ell at the hands of his country, at the hands of 
his profession, and at the hands of his private friends. 
(Loud applause.) 

MR. BONAR LAW: Mr. Chairman, Lord Finlay, my 
Lords and Gentlemen — in the absence of Lord Curzon, 
who has been prevented by illness, and would have been 
prevented by no less a cause, from supporting this toast, I 
have now the honour of saying a word or two on the other 
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side of Lord Finlay's life. His life was, so far as the out- 
side world was concerned, a double one. (Laughter, and 
"Oh!") And it is fitting that just as Sir Edward Carson 
(who has spoken to-night as if politics were outside his 
sphere) (laughter) — and he were only a lawyer — and a bad 
one at that! (laughter) — has dwelt on that side of Lord 
Finlay's career, I should be permitted to say a word or two 
about the other side. When I entered the House of Com- 
mons the two Law Offices of England were filled by Lord 
Finlay and Sir Edward Carson. It was a strong combina- 
tion, as strong, probably, as has ever been known in our 
public life. (Hear, hear.) It was interesting from another 
point of view, and that is as an example of the great mag- 
nanimity of the English people (hear, hear), which never 
seems to grudge the highest post to those who are not 
exadtly Englishmen. (Laughter.) In Governments, since 
ever I have had any pradlical knowledge of them, the 
share of the high posts enjoyed by, not so much Irishmen 
as by my countrymen, has been far in excess of, I will not 
say our merits (laughter) but of our population. And, Mr. 
Chairman, as I look round this distinguished gathering to- 
night, and see so many men of an ability which would 
adorn any assembly, it does seem to me that our country- 
men have still a field open to them and that they may hope 
to take a larger share than has yet been taken by them in 
the great profession which is so strongly represented here. 
(Laughter.) At the time I am speaking of Mr. Balfour was 
the Prime Minister of our party. I was struck at that time 
by the evident strength of the appreciation which Mr. 
Balfour had for the judgement and ability of his friend, 
Lord Finlay. Well, Gentlemen, that is not surprising. It 
was due to those very qualities to which Sir Edward Car- 
son has referred so strongly and so aptly. He has said that, 
at the Bar, the one quality which counts is chara<5ter. My 
knowledge of the Bar, very inferior to his, would not have 
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made me arrive entirely at that conclusion ! (laughter) but, 
Gentlemen, this is true — at least I think so — that in public 
life that sterling honesty and sincerity, not only in ad^ion 
but in thought, which in his every deed has charadterized 
the public life of Lord Finlay (hear, hear) — does carry a 
weight which no brains by themselves could ever achieve 
in our public life. And, Gentlemen, we all remember, as 
Sir Edward Carson has pointed out, that Sir Robert Finlay, 
as he then was, began his career as a member, and he 
became a distinguished member before he left it, of the 
great party which was led by Mr. Gladstone. There was a 
distintflion of names in the party to which I belong; there 
were Liberal Unionists and Conservatives, and I am sure 
Lord Finlay will not feel hurt when I say that throughout 
my long connection with him, a connecSlion, which, so far 
as I am concerned, I highly value, I was never struck by 
the Radicalism of his views on any of the questions with 
which he had to deal. (Laughter.) But that is not surpris- 
ing. This is one observation that I have made about your 
distinguished profession, I have noticed that, as lawyers 
get older, they do not, as a rule, become more extreme in 
their views. (Laughter.) That is as it ought to be. I sup- 
pose we all get, or we all ought to become, wiser as we 
grow older. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, I consider it a privilege to 
take this small part in paying honour to our Guest. Sir 
Edward Carson has spoken of the respedl which he enjoys 
at the Bar. I can speak of the strong esteem, respedl, and 
liking, which he won from his colleagues in the House of 
Commons (cries of " Hear, hear "), and I am sure that the 
same feeling is entertained for him now when he is a 
member of another place. My Lords and Gentlemen, the 
fadl that we are here in such large numbers, representing 
not only his old profession, but the public life in which he 
played so distinguished a part, and the fadt also that it was 
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his privilege, at a time of the greatest crisis, the greatest 
danger in the life of our country, to fill the highest office 
which is open to anyone of your profession — and when I 
look round a gathering like this I realize better what it 
means to be Lord Chancellor— when we remember what 
Lord Finlay's position has been and is, that is in itself 
the best proof of the strong hold that he has on the hearts 
and the minds of those who know him, 

(The Toast was enthusiastically honoured.) 

VISCOUNT FINLAY (received with enthusiasm): Sir 
Edward Carson, my Lords, and Gentlemen, it is with no 
common emotion that I rise to respond to the toast that 
has been so kindly proposed and so warmly received. I 
really cannot express adequately my sense of what Sir 
Edward Carson has been in my life at the Bar and in 
politics, and of his kindness on this occasion. I cannot 
adequately express my thanks for what Mr. Bonar Law 
has been good enough to say about our share in politics. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, as your Chairman has reminded 
you, I was Law Officer for a very long time, I believe for 
more years continuously than any Law Officer since the 
middle of the eighteenth century. For the first five years 
of my term of office, I had the honour of serving with 
Webster, who was well known to almost all of you. (Hear, 
hear.) For the second half, more than half, of my term of 
office, I had the inestimable privilege of having the assist- 
ance of Carson as my colleague. I will say this, that a 
better colleague no man ever had. (Hear, hear.) I speak 
of him as I found him ; he was true as steel. He was loyal 
to the duties of the office; no man ever got more assistance 
from a colleague than I did from him, and I feel more 
strongly than I can say what I owed to him then and what 
I owe to him now. (Applause.) 

My Lords and Gentlemen, he has reminded you that he 
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has taken the place of Mr. Arthur Balfour who is detained 
elsewhere on public matters of the highest importance, 
and I think I may say that no man has done more by his 
unselfish devotion to duty than Arthur Balfour to raise the 
tone of English public life. (Loud applause.) 

I cannot thank Mr. Bonar Law enough for what he has 
been good enough to say; I value my association with him 
and I value the kind words that his good nature has led 
him to say about me, and anything that I was able to do. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, this gathering symbolizes 
the two great interests which, I suppose, divide those 
present in nearly equal proportions, the bar and politics. 
They are both very engrossing pursuits; they are two of the 
best games that are going. (Laughter.) There is one man 
who has played them both, whom I should wish to have seen 
here to-night, and that is. Lord Halsbury. (Hear, hear.) 
I had from him this morning a most charming note, ex- 
pressing his regret that he could not be here, and all that 
I can say is that I should have valued his presence more 
than I can tell. My Lords and Gentlemen, I have always said, 
I have always thought, that the Bar is the most generous of 
all professions ; there is the keenest competition at the Bar; 
there is rivalry going on every day, and sometimes in the 
acutest form, but it is always a friendly and a kindly rivalry. 
(Hear, hear.) There is no mean jealousy at the Bar (Hear, 
hear), and I think that every man at the Bar feels that, in 
the success of his fellows, every member of the Bar is 
himself pleased. I have always regarded the Bar as the 
finest of all professions. (Hear, hear.) There is no sphere 
of human adlivity that it does not touch; there is nothing 
human that is alien from the adtivities of the Bar; it is 
many-sided, and the very many-sidedness of its a(Stivities, 
I think, has tended to rub away those angles that in 
some other professions may from time to time occasion 
fri<5lion. 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, the unity of the Bar and 
Bench in England is a great feature of our Institutions. 
(Hear, hear.) They are not, as they are in some countries, 
separate professions and separate careers. Men pass from 
the one to the other with us, and while the Bar criticizes 
the Bench and the Bench criticizes the Bar, that criticism 
is always friendly, and no feeling could be better than that 
which subsists between those whose duty it is to present 
the cases of their clients and those whose duty it is to 
decide them. My memory carries me back to a great 
meeting of the Bench and Bar that took place — not very 
long ago, it was only in 1881 ! (Laughter) when the Bar 
entertained Lord Bramwell — there are a good many here 
to-night, as I saw by looking through the list, who were 
present on that occasion, among others, the cousin of Lord 
Bramwell, our very esteemed friend, Bremner. (Hear, 
hear.) My Lords and Gentleman, the tall figure of Bremner 
still towers over the Junior Bar (laughter and applause), he 
has never stooped to "silk," and I believe that he will 
shortly celebrate the jubilee of a great career in " stuff" as 
a Junior with the largest business. (Applause.) I rejoice 
to think that he is present to-night, as he was present in 
1881. 

But there are some who were present on that occasion 
who are not here now. One that I miss, but, in the course of 
nature it could hardly be otherwise, is my dear friend who 
was best known to the Profession as John Day — Mr. Justice 
Day, as he afterwards was. (Hear, hear, and applause.) I 
owe everything that I have done in the Profession to the 
friendship, to the example, to the encouragement, of John 
Day. I was a pupil of his ; I never can forget the lessons 
that I learned in his Chambers, and I never can forget all 
that he did for me when I was starting, unknown here, on 
a new career. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, there was one other present 
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on the occasion I refer to, whose name recalls the fadl that 
a son of his, Mr. Justice Coleridge, is present to-night; as a 
son of my dear friend Day, Sam Day, is present now. One 
rejoices in the continuity of these names. I had the privi- 
lege of hearing Lord Coleridge speak in 1881, and I never 
can forget the felicitous use that he made of a passage in 
Cicero, containing the most splendid compliment ever paid 
toajudge: the passage that he particularly seledted was this, 
that the model Judge sent even unsuccessful suitors away 
in a happy mood, and in a peaceful humour with all around. 
The whole of that passage to which, I remember, my atten- 
tion was called by the quotation of the words: is one which 
should be engraved, I will not say in letters of gold, but 
engraved on the heart of every Judge {Orator, x). 

My Lords and Gentlemen, being in this Hall recalls to 
me the fadt that it was in January 1865 that I iirst dined as 
a member of an Inn of Court. I knew so little of the Temple 
in those days, that I went into the Inner Temple Hall, 
believing it to be the Middle Temple Hall; I had come from 
Scotland to keep my first term; and, to my horror, the 
official announced to me that I was too late. In those days 
it appears the Inner Temple dined at five o'clock, and the . 
Middle Temple at half past five. However, I found to 
my great relief that it was to the Middle Temple I should 
have gone, and I was in time after all ! (Laughter.) At that 
time I knew nothing of the Middle Temple Hall, except 
what I had learned from " Pendennis." And I believe that it 
is from " Pendennis " that the Middle Temple Hall is best 
known to the world. I believe that it was down at a table 
there on that side of the Hall that George Warrington sat 
when he joined Pendennis. The whole of that scene is very 
real to-night, and ficftion, after all, is more permanent than 
fadl. (Laughter.) 

This Hall had, very shortly before I :had the honour of 
joining it, been the scene of a very great funaion indeed 
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when M. Berryer, of the French Bar, was entertained by 
the Bar of England. On that occasion I was not present. 
It was just before my time, but that really did not matter 
because so humble an individual as myself would have 
had no chance of getting admission to this Hall on an oc- 
casion when so many distinguished men were present. It 
was then that took place the celebrated duel between Lord 
Brougham and Chief Justice Cockburn, about the fun(5lions 
of the Bar, when Chief Justice Cockburn made his speech, 
which has been so often quoted, in which he asserted the 
honour of the Bar and said that the Bar "wields the 
sword of the Warrior — not the dagger of the assassin." 
(Applause.) 

There is another Hall with which my early associations 
with the Profession of the Law are concerned, and that is 
Westminster Hall. I think that no one who was familiar 
with Westminster Hall in the old days can have failed to 
feel a pang when the association of the Law with West- 
minster Hall was severed (Hear, hear), and all those his- 
toric memories which are gathered round it, all the 
associations that attach to that Hall which had been for so 
many generations the gathering place of the Profession 
came to an end. We moved elsewhere, and however excel- 
lent the new quarters might be, I do not think that anything 
could altogether have made up for the severance of the old 
associations. Westminster Hall had the great merit which 
attaches to the Parliament House in Edinburgh, which 
some of you may know, which has been immortalized by 
poor Peter Peebles The Salle des Pas Perdus it might be 
called, but the truth is that the "Pas" about these Halls 
were never lost, because they meant the intercourse of the 
members of the Profession one with another. In the new 
Courts into which we have moved, we have a magnificent 
Hall, but then it is no longer the Meeting-place of the Pro- 
fession because I suppose on account of some desire to save 
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a few hundred pounds, the Hall has been put on a different 
level from the Courts, so that instead of being a great meet- 
ing-place, it is a place to which anyone may retire if he 
wants almost complete solitude. (Laughter.) My Lords 
and Gentlemen, I have made some endeavours to soften the 
hearts of the Office of Works with a view to having this 
defecSt redressed by having a flight of steps put at the 
upper end of the Hall, so that in some way, the Hall might 
be brought into communication with the Courts, and I can 
only express the hope that that regard for rigid economy 
v^hich the Government shows in every diredtion (laughter) 
will not interfere with a great and pratStical reform of this 
kind. 

Westminster Hall has, of course, associated with it the 
memories of many famous trials. I remember the Tich- 
borne case being heard there; I remember being present 
at the famous episode of the Asses' Bridge.^ Few of you 

^ Sol.-Gen. (Sir John Coleridge). Did you ever hear of the Asses' 
Bridge ? I do not recolledl. 

Did you ever try to get over it, do you know what it is? No, I do 
not. 

Where would you look to find the Asses' Bridge? (No answer.) 

Did you ever try to cross the Asses' Bridge? I do not know. 
Probably I have. 

Did you — say yes or no? I tell you I have no recoUedtion of it. 

You do not know what it is? I have no recoUedlion. 

Do you know whereabouts it is — how far from Stonyhurst? I can 
put up with all your insulting. 

Do you know it under its Latin title? Perhaps that would bring 
it home to you — po?is asinoruTu? I have no recoUecStion of it. 

You cannot recoUedt anybody doing his very best to help you 
over that structure? I should advise you to joke a little less over this. 

Tichbome Case (22nd Day.) 

I have heard Lord Coleridge say that before the net had closed, 
the Court tittered and the Claimant was put on his guard — " Life of 
Lord Coleridge," vol. ii, p. 188. 

This explains the last answer. 
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can have heard, though many of you may have read 
how the Claimant was cross-examined by Sir John Cole- 
ridge as to the Asses' Bridge, and " how far it was from 
Stonyhurst"! I think that last question was suggested by 
his colleague at his side, Mr. Hawkins, for I distinctly re- 
member seeing Hawkins at that point rise up and say 
something to his Leader. (Laughter.) And, of course, the 
answer is historical. The Courts at Westminster Hall, I 
of course, remember well. I had the honour of arguing 
before Cockburn as Chief Justice, Mr. Justice Blackburn 
in the Court of Queen's Bench being there. I was holding 
someone's brief, according to the good fashion that pre- 
vailed in those days, and my friend, the late Lord Justice 
Vaughan Williams (whose son I rejoice to know is here 
to-night), was holding somebody else's brief. We argued 
a point of law of so abstruse a charadter that I should not 
venture to reproduce it before a mixed assemblage, and we 
were both enormously pleased at the compliment that the 
Bench was good enough to pay to the argument that they 
had heard. In the Court of Exchequer, next door, presided 
Chief Baron Pollock. We have the grandson of Chief 
Baron Pollock present here to-night, the Solicitor-General. 
(Applause.) Non deficit alter. 

In the Court of Common Pleas, Chief Justice Erie and 
Sir James Shaw Willes, were to be found. At the Bar we 
had Hawkins, with whom I have often been in cases, and 
who was, I think, the most consummate advocate I have 
ever known, and Serjeant Parry, and I remember what a 
delight it was to me when, very early at the Bar, I had 
the satisfa(Slion of winning a case in the Divorce Court 
against Serjeant Parry. (Laughter.) Serjeant Ballantine's 
caustic wit no one can forget. In the Tichborne Case, 
which I have already mentioned, when there w^as a great 
difficulty in finding a jury because they all understood that 
the case was to last for a year or two, the Judge announced 
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that he would fine them, if necessary, ;i^5oo apiece if they 
did not appear next day, and Serjeant Ballantine said: 
" My Lord, I have no doubt that when the Jurymen learn 
the heavy penalties they are incurring, their sense of duty 
will lead them to attend " ! (Laughter.) 

My Lords and Gentlemen, there were great men in 
those days, but, I think, when I look round this hall, I may 
say that their successors are worthy of those days. The 
only name I would mention on this head is the name of 
my old friend, Edward Clarke (loud applause) — a friend of 
fifty years' standing. Chevalier Sans Peur et Sans Re- 
proche, at the Bar, and whom I individually rejoice to see 
present here to-night, and whose presence I am sure has 
given joy to everyone who is here. (Applause.) 

My Lords and Gentlemen, I have spoken too long 
already (No, no) — I do not come to say good-bye to you 
(Hear, hear) — ^very far from it. I have often wished, as I 
think our Chairman told you, that I could go back to the 
Bar again — I am afraid that that is impossible. There is a 
stream that flows between the Woolsack and the Bar 
which may be passed but cannot be re-passed; it is 
irremeahilis unda. I must content myself with judicial 
work; but judicial work has one consolation, that it 
brings me every day into conta<5t with my old comrades 
at the Bar. 

I cannot tell you, my old friends of the Bar, how often 
I long when sitting as a Judge, to join again in the fray; I 
wish I could sit with you on the other side of the Bar; I 
wish I could take part in the chaff that goes on, and in the 
criticism by the Bar of the members of the Court. I wish 
I could break a spear in the friendly tourney of the con- 
tests of the Bar again ; but these things may not be ; I must 
content myself with seeing a great deal of my old friends 
from the other side of the Bar; and all I can tell you is 
that, whatever Fortune has in store for me, I shall ever 
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look back on this night with pride and with pleasure. 
(Cheers.) 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Sir Gordon Hewart): 
My Lord Chancellor, Lord Finlay, my Lords and Gentle- 
men, there has been allotted to me the honour, and it is 
indeed an honour, of proposing to you the health of our 
distinguished Chairman. (Hear, hear.) My Lords and 
Gentlemen, there are at least three good reasons why, in 
proposing this Toast, my remarks must be few. In the first 
place, it is the fa(Sl that I had not quite reached the mature 
age of seven years when the Chairman was called to the 
Bar. In the second place, it is the fadt that the great States- 
man and Lawyer who is our Guest this evening, was called 
to the Bar three years before I was born. And, in the third 
place, it is not possible for me to tell you anything of Sir 
Edward Carson which you do not perfedtly well know 
already. I suggest, therefore, that, for a moment or two, we 
might remind ourselves of some of those things which we 
all know. (Laughter). Now we all know that Sir Edward 
Carson, however much he may despise the fa(5t, is the great- 
est Advocate of his time. (Loud applause.) You can never 
hear him without refle<5ting what a march he stole on all 
possible rivals when he decided to be born an Irishman. 
(Laughter.) There is a little story in the House of Commons 
that some time ago, when he happened to be in Switzerland, 
he adted as unofficial interpreter between some French 
people who knew no English, and some English people who 
knew no French. (Laughter.) One of the French ladies at 
the close asked him " what language the strangers spoke." 
"They speak English," he answered. " But what are you ?" 
she asked. " Oh," he replied, " I am Irish." " Really," she 
said " and yet you seem to understand," (Laughter.) Yes, 
my Lords and Gentlemen, he "seems to understand"; and 
to-day, as we all know, his position at the Bar is quite unique. 
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He does what veryfew eminent Counsel appear to be able to 
do. Instead of working himself to death, he takes his choice, 
and refuses to do more work than is sufficient — shall I say 
first, to add zest to leisure? — and, secondly, to yield a suit- 
able contribution to the Inland Revenue. (Loud laughter.) 
I wonder, though I do not greatly doubt, which were the 
happiest years of his life at the Bar. My conjecfture would 
be the years 1900 to 1906 (the Chairman : " Hear, hear ") — 
because, during those years, he held the Office of Solicitor 
General, and his colleague, as Attorney General, through- 
out that period, was the great, the wise, and the lovable 
man who is to-night our honoured Guest. Nobody knows 
better than I that, in the words of the philosopher, it makes 
not merely some difference, but " all the difference " to the 
Solicitor if he has, as I have had, a perfedl colleague. And 
yet we all know, or at least we suspe(5l, that Sir Edward 
Carson prefers politics to law. Whether politician or 
lawyer should wonder more at that fa(5l, I do not know, but 
our Chairman has, if ever a man had, the courage of his 
opinions. (Hear, hear.) I do not think I exaggerate if I say 
that some of those opinions have not, at all times, been 
equally acceptable, in all respe(5ls, to all persons. (Loud 
laughter.) But two observations may be made. One is, 
that throughout his career, there has been a notable absence 
of the pursuit of self-interest (Hear, hear, and loud ap- 
plause) — he has dedicated himself with high unselfishness, 
nay, if I may use his own phrase, with a complete oblitera- 
tion of self — he has dedicated himself to Ulster; and, how- 
ever much opinions may differ, or may have differed as to 
his Irish'policy, there are few to-day who doubt that he has 
and always has had at heart, the truest interests bOth of 
Ireland and of the Empire. (Hear,hear.) The other observa- 
tion is, that, amongst the Statesmen of his day, he has that 
quality which, upon the whole, seems, of all others, to be 
the most necessary in politics — I mean the quality of 
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strength. A celebrated master of Balliol — if, indeed, the 
phrase is not tautologous (Laughter and applause) — made 
that remark of Lord Beaconsfield; I venture to repeat it 
of Sir Edward Carson. Perhaps it would be an idle specu- 
lation to consider what the course of history might have 
been if some of his most conspicuous opponents had ex- 
hibited the same quality in the same degree. (Laughter 
and applause.) 

My Lords and Gentlemen, the result of these qualities 
and the result of his charadler is what you might expedt; 
we all know that nobody in Parliament commands more 
sincere respedl (cries of " Hear, hear ") ; we all know that 
nobody in Parliament enjoys a more real popularity among 
men of all parties (Applause) — and let me add, that we all 
know that nobody in Parliament or at the Bar shows more 
genuine kindness and consideration for others. (Hear, hear.) 
My Lords and Gentlemen, I must not dwell upon his 
brilliant work in the Cabinet, in the War Cabinet, and at 
the Admiralty ; nor will I attempt any predi(Stions ; but it is 
pleasant sometimes to think what our Chairman's future 
will be a little time hence, when the secular controversy 
with Ireland has at length been settled, and when it 
ceases to be a patriotic duty to contribute handsomely to 
taxation. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, I give you, with the greatest 
goodwill, the Toast of " SIR EDWARD CARSON." 

(The toast was duly honoured.) 

SIR EDWARD CARSON (received with loud applause): 
My Lords and Gentlemen, I need hardly say that I have 
felt that the honour of presiding here to-night has been one 
of the greatest honours that could have been conferred on 
me ; and, in returning thanks for the way in which you have 
received this Toast, I should like to say how much I feel all 
the kind things that have been said of me by my friend, the 
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Attorney General. He says that I havehad a great advantage 
in being born an Irishman — well, I am not accountable for 
that historic fadt ! (Laughter.) But I was pleased the other 
day, when I was in consultation with an eminent Irish 
Counsel, who has extreme political opinions exa<5lly con- 
trary to my own (laughter) — when, at the end of the con- 
sultation, he stayed behind and he made this observation to 
me: " Do you know, that you have far more of an Irish 
accent than you had twenty-seven years ago?" (Loud 
laughter. ) I could not help recalling to mind with some 
pride an observation that I once heard made by a most 
lovable colleague of my own in the representation of Dublin 
University, David Plunket, now Lord Rathmore, when he 
said one night in the House : " Of all the curious idiosyn- 
cracies in chara(5ter that I ever met, it is an Irishman 
masquerading as an Englishman!" (Laughter.) 

But, my Lords and Gentlemen, all I can say is that one 
thing more than any other that I recognize is the great 
generosity which an Irishman — and indeed a Scotsman 
also — receives when he comes to the English Bar. (Hear, 
hear.) I can never forget — indeed,! would be something less 
than human if I did forget — the way in which I was greeted 
here when, as an unknown man, I was allowed to join this 
great profession of the English Bar. My Lords and Gentle- 
men, I also have had the honour of holding the great office 
which Sir Gordon Hewart now holds. I know all the diffi- 
culties of it; I have felt the responsibility of being the 
Leader of the English Bar, and I say this with all sincerity 
that I believe the traditions of this Profession, and all that 
appertains to those traditions, were never in safer keeping 
than they are at the present moment. (Loud applause.) 

May I add this one word further ? There is no man 
who more rapidly gained the confidence of the House of 
Commons than Sir Gordon Hewart. (Hear, hear.) But he 
had an advantage there; he commenced in the Press 
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Gallery ; he was accustomed to weigh and to know what 
the Press were likely to say. (Laughter.) And, although 
I do not believe that that would have any influence upon 
what he would say as a member of the House of Commons, 
at all events he did not come there as a perfedt stranger. 
I am grateful to you all for the consideration you have 
shown me as your Chairman this evening, and I think we 
may all go away with a pleasant recolle(5tion of this great 
Meeting, in which we have all been so grateful to have the 
opportunity of showing such honour to our distinguished 
Guest. 
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